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LEARNING FOR LIFE PROGRAM 

1113. Mr WHITELY to the Minister for Education: 
Will the minister explain the aim of the Government’s $600 000 support for the Smith Family’s Learning for 
Life program that he announced this morning at Yule Brook College?  

Mr CARPENTER replied: 
I thank the member for the question and for some notice of it.  

The member was with me this morning when I officially launched the Learning for Life program at Yule Brook 
College.  As a former teacher, he is fully aware of the great benefit these programs can provide by improving the 
family school links aimed at increasing the educational achievements of children from disadvantaged areas.  The 
State Government is now in partnership with the Smith Family, a non-profit organisation aimed at improving 
outcomes and life for people of limited means or who live in lower socioeconomic areas.  The model developed 
for the Yule Brook College catchment area is a very powerful model aimed at delivering far more benefit from 
education to children in that area than has so far been obtained.  

People from the Smith Family saw me early last year when they were considering setting up operations in 
Western Australia.  Its main operation is based on the eastern seaboard and is well known there.  It has started 
operations in partnership at Balga and in the electorate of the member for Roleystone.  Its objectives dovetail 
perfectly with those of this Government.  In the lead-up to the last election, we announced a $4 million Family 
Links program to facilitate the relationship between schools and families of children struggling at school for one 
reason or another.  Often several indicators can be attached to a child, such as poverty, poor school attendance, 
social problems at home and lack of school outcomes.  The Family Links program, which is being introduced 
into schools, is aimed at that cohort of children.  The Smith Family wanted to do something very similar, so the 
Government has entered into a partnership with it, which has the potential to provide great benefits.  I 
congratulate the Smith Family, which is providing education support workers for schools where the Learning for 
Life program has been implemented.  It is also providing scholarships.  By the end of, I think, 2003 it aims to 
provide approximately 800 scholarships for children from low socioeconomic areas, who are struggling with the 
costs of schooling and educational requirements.   

At a ceremony I attended this morning some salient points were raised by some of the children from Bramfield 
Park Primary School, which feeds into Yule Brook College.  One of the points they raised was the difficulty 
some families face trying to pay for their children’s education.  This is a live issue in Western Australia at 
present.  We must significantly improve educational outcomes for a very large number of our children.  As I 
have said in this Chamber before, only 60 per cent of children in government schools reach the end of year 12.  
We are way behind comparative Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development nations, and we must 
do something about that.  We are working to make school more attractive.  We must make it more affordable.  I 
believe school fees in Western Australia are too high and act as a disincentive for children to continue at school 
because their parents see education as a burden and a problem rather than somewhere that creates opportunities.  
We must overcome that and make more affordable the educational system in Western Australia and access to the 
benefits that go with it.  I firmly believe that we must do something about the structure of our school fee system 
in Western Australia.  We must make it more affordable and more attractive to improve the relationship between 
parents and schools and to bring them together to make that family link a positive rather than a negative link.  In 
doing so we will encourage students and their families to stay at school and gain the benefits of a better 
education.  Leaving school in this decade at the age of 15 sets young people up for a very difficult time.  

The Smith Family’s proposal is a move away from its traditional charity-based work on the eastern seaboard.  It 
is trying to break the poverty cycle and prevent poverty rather than deal with poverty as it arises.  The Smith 
Family is motivated by the same objectives by which this Government is motivated.  I congratulate that group 
for the work it is doing.  Our partnership with the Smith Family is a good partnership.  Governments can have 
successful partnerships with non-government organisations, including businesses, charitable organisations and 
local government.  The Gosnells City Council also is involved.  The member for Roleystone deserves 
congratulations for facilitating the program in his electorate.  I look forward to the expansion of this partnership 
arrangement with the Smith Family and, in contrast with its opponents’ policies, to this Government making 
school more affordable to the ordinary families of Western Australia. 
 


